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‘’First the Song’’
Preident’s Report
Hi all members and friends of the TSA.
As we start another year the TSA Committee have been busy
already planning for July’s HATS Off in Tamworth and organising
performance opportunities for other festivals including the Basin,
and The Blue Water festival in Port Stephens. Thanks to Lydia
Clare for ALL her hard work in this regard!! If you have not received
any information on these festivals – read on in this newsletter and
find out how. ALSO Don’t forget if you are in Tamworth last
Wednesday of any month TSA conducts a songwriters session at
the South Tamworth Bowling Club from 7 pm.
I trust you have all received you Cap News magazine (if you have
paid for it in your membership) if not, please call me 0409718391
and let me know the facts. April issue reflected on the TSA involvement in the TCMF 2019; a record number of artists and events.
The Committee for 2019 is the same as last year Duncan Hill President, Chris Davies Vice President, Lorraine Pfitzner Secretary, Athol
Latham Treasurer, Committee - Lydia Clare (Artists), Angela Easson & Kalesti Butler (Promotions), Carolyne Morris (Songwriter Sessions), Wendy Wood, Darryl Bowen, general ,Patricia Cruzado
(newsletter, grants ,special events) and Judy Smith (consultant for
the Songwriting competition).
Our first Committee meeting will be in early April so if you have
anything to raise for discussion please email to tamsongwriters@gmail.com. In the meantime get ready for some opportunities
to play and DON’T FORGET to get in touch with Athol Latham ( see
this newsletter) and Alan Gilmour from 94.1 central coast to get
your songs on radio AND…..following some Judges comments from
the last songwriting competition where general lyrical skill was a
concern, maybe the TSA songwriting could help!!! All the best to
you all.
Duncan Hill
President TSA

2019 TSA Songwriter Salute Awards
***** WINNERS ****
SONGWRITER SALUTE AWARDS CONTEST

COUNTRY BALLAD

NOVICE

“The Roses Fall” – Andrew Wrigglesworth and
Allan Caswell

Whisky Is My Woman” – Blake Dantier
TEX MORTON AWARD
JOHN P TOOMEY COMMEMORATIVE AWARD FOR
YOUTH SONGWRITING

Barry Harley

“I Used To Love You” – Lucy Parle

TSA SONGMAKER AWARD –

LYRICS WRITER AWARD

Barry Forester

“Eucalyptus Breeze” – Kevin Pye

BEV DANIEL COMMEMORATIVE AWARD FOR
TRADITIONAL OR BUSH BALLAD OF THE YEAR

GOSPEL SONG AWARD
“Part Of Our Father’s Plan” – Jean Darnell and
Shaza Leigh

“Station Minderoo” – Terry Bennetts and Keith
Lethbridge
NEW SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD -

BLUEGRASS SONG AWARD
“Hillbilly Radio” – Dave Diprose

“Meant To Be” – Ben Mawdsley and Kate Appleyard (Souly Us)

COUNTRY BLUES SONG AWARD

ANZAC SONG OF THE YEAR

“Behind The Seen” – Brendan Smoother

“Brothers In Arms” – Elizabeth Steadman

GEOFF MACK COMMEMORATIVE AWARD
FOR COMEDY/NOVELTY SONG

TSA COUNTRY SONG OF THE YEAR

“Mr Vanity” – Kiara Rodrigues
COUNTRY ROCK SONG AWARD
“White Side Of The Fence” – Paul Grierson, Chris
Reiger, Matt Scullion
ALT COUNTRY SONG AWARD
“When Your Light Burns” – Chloe Styler and Fanny
Lumsden

*******************

“Station Minderoo” – Terry Bennetts and Keith
Lethbridge
Congratulations to all the semi-finalists,
finalists and winners, along with all the judges
who volunteered their time.

2019 TSA Events
***** PHOTOS****

2019 TSA Inaugural
Talent Quest

‘First The Song’ rang loud and clear as a mixed pool of songwriters
shone on stage at the finals of the inaugural Tamworth Songwriters
quest during the 2019 Tamworth festival.

(Left) Talent quest winners Felicity Kircher (Youth) Lara Nakhle (Female) and Heath Watts (Male). (Above) Finalists from
all over did well on the night! Below—heat 3 winners and
judges Ian Crombie & Stephen Kiely .

Being vision impaired didn’t stop 21yo Sydney singer Lara Nakhle from
taking out the Female award. After her powerful performance of two
original songs (Love Left Behind & OK Cupid), Ms Nakhle was surprised
to win. “I can’t believe it,” she told the audience.
Ms Nakhle sang the praises of the quest organisers and to her singing
teachers/co-writers Roxanne & Stephen Kiely, who were also present.
During an inspiring and heartfelt speech, Ms Nakhle encouraged her
fellow contestants to “keep going”. “Congratulations to everyone
else,” she said. “And just because you didn’t win it doesn’t mean the
end; you’re so talented. All of you keep going; you’re going to go
places.
Youth award recipient Felicity Kircher, 14 is definitely going places
after also winning $7K in prizes at the Hogs Star quest the night before.
“She’s on a roll,” mum Janette Kircher said after also receiving for
Felicity making it into the Coca Cola Battle of the Young Stars the following night.
The Brisbane girl busked to get to Tamworth and will be returning
home with $1000 cash, $2,500 sound system, $1,000 head set microphone, $500 Capital Music voucher, four paid gigs at the 2020 TCMF
and promotion in her pocket.
“This was her first songwriting trophy and it means so much to her,”
mum Janette Kirchner said of the TSA awards. “She never thought she
could write songs so this has inspired her to keep going.”
Male winner of the TSA quest, Heath Watts of Taree is no stranger to
the stage and story songs, having won the 1983 Starmaker quest.
“It’s ‘First the Song’ as the TSA motto says,” he said.
“And so great to see these dynamic young people doing wonderful
things with lyrics.”
PATRICIA CRUZADO

Left—the talented
Cathy Dobson entertained the
crowd

TSA PERFORMANCE NEWS
2019
TSA Performance News– From Lydia Clare
As usual I have been doing my best to find
festivals for our members from other states
to participate in as we know for many of you
the trek up to Tamworth is a long haul.
It was wonderful for an opportunity to open
in Victoria recently when the TSA was
represented for the 1st time at the Basin Music
festival in Vic over the weekend of 23-24th
March.
Those included in our Saturday Songwriter
session were Della Harris, Dave Drummond
and Some Blonde Chick and The Destiny Oz
band
on Sunday we were represented
by Vanessa Delaine, The Floyd Black Band
and Grazy’s Country
Unlike our Tamworth shows there is
usually only a couple of hours at these
festivals and so not everyone who applies can
fit into the time slot offered, though fortunately
with the Basin festival everyone who applied
received a spot.
Now there has been a recent Mail Chimp
email sent to all members with other festivals
coming up though by looking at the application
numbers some of, it appears have you did not
receive them?
We are always looking at ways to improve
our communications with our members so
that you don’t miss out ,however we cannot
be responsible for what happens in the air
waves.
So please make sure that
tamworthsongwritersassociation@mail.com
and tamsongwriters@gmail.com are in your
contacts.
We are also soon to launch a Facebook
secret members’ group which will also help
spread the word for events and comps etc.
and if you like your Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/
tamworthsongwritersassocation/
that will also help to keep you informed.
If you didn’t get the recent email see the following information for details on future festivals:

Blue Water Country Music Festival
7-9th June 2019 held at Nelsons Bay NSW
last year this festival did not go ahead,
at this point we are yet to confirm
a venue but if we can get an idea of
interest that you would like to perform that
would be helpful to know what we need to
organise.
!https://goo.gl/forms/oRyzpOdxNJKEB2lE3
Hats Off Country Music Festival
12-14th July 2019 held in Tamworth NSW
https://goo.gl/forms/ESee0KfZZxpxJuKz1
Ballina Country Music Festival
1-3rd Nov 2019 held at Ballina NSW
https://goo.gl/forms/PPc2ufEIKvsBmAtC3
The TSA will be holding Songwriter Sessions
at the above festivals.
The venues and times are not confirmed for
these festival opportunities as yet.
Duration of performance will depend on
several factors, the numbers of applicants,
the type of show etc.
Please do not complete the applications
unless you are certain that this is a festival
that you are able to attend.
Further communications with applicants may
not be necessary until the program has been
finalised. Unless we require further information from you.
If you find that you are no longer available to
perform please email us asap.
The TSA's motto is "first the Song' .
It's all about getting your original music
out there, so please do not play any
covers at our shows.
However you may perform another TSA
members songs with their permission.
We always endeavour to fit all our artists
into the program, so far we've been
successful with this.
Any information we have at present is within
this email or on the applications themselves,
as soon as we have more information we will
make contact with those of you that have applied.
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Beech is a country girl in just about every way, so
becoming a country singer-songwriter came
naturally to the artist who’s been gigging since
she was a teenager.
She pursued music seriously after graduating
from the CMAA Academy of Country Music senior course in 2015 and attending The DAG Songwriters’ Retreat in the same year.

JEMMA BEECH
She hails from the same town where renowned
Australian songwriter, Joy McKean, once lived.
Rising star Jemma Beech is now making her
own mark in the music scene.
The 26-year-old Yanderra girl, near Picton, is all
for girl power and showing the world she’s
ready to tackle her dreams head on.
Beech released That’s Just Me in September
and fans immediately embraced it, pushing it to
No. 1 on the iTunes Country Albums Chart on
release day and No. 19 on the ARIA Top 20 Australian Artist Country Albums Chart.
Her debut single, Stuck In The Mud, introduced
Beech’s sassy side and explored musical territory normally reserved for the blokes – contemporary country music about modern country
people.
When she’s not taking to the stage and entertaining crowds in pubs, bars, at B ‘n’ S balls and
country festivals, she drives mine trucks in the
Pilbara, now calling the remote town of
Paraburdoo home. These experiences have inspired her even further, resulting in the recording of her debut album, That’s Just Me, and
plenty more songs for future albums.
“I needed more life experience and inspiration
about Australian outback life, so I packed up,
sold my car and flew west to the town Paraburdoo,” Beech said.

“It’s the real-life songs and stories where my
heart truly lives,” Beech said.
“When I write, I’m inspired by the things happening to me. I draw a lot from those close from me
and maybe some not so close.”
Jemma has honed her craft, co-writing with industry heavyweights like Luke Austen, Lyn Bowtell, Allan Caswell, Karl Broadie, Aleyce Simmonds, and Jo Caseley and is influenced by artists including Miranda Lambert, Gretchen Wilson,
Lee Kernaghan, and Sunny Cowgirls.
Combining these influences, Beech has created a
style that is relevant to country audiences yet
unique to herself – she’s bold, proud and real.
Her new album, That’s Just Me, is all this and
more, combining cheeky songs with heartfelt ballads.
She travelled to Tamworth for the festival, catching up with family and friends before heading
back to the WA mine. Check her out on
www.jemmabeech.com.au and Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/jemmabeechmusic/
You can also catch Jemma perform at the Cheela
Plains Opening WA on April 6 and Karijini Experience WA on April 17.
EDITOR’S COMMENTS— It was great to see the
camaraderie among songwriters at the various
events, catching up with old friends and making
new ones. I first met Jemma when she was a
teenager and it’s great to see her grow up and
pursue a country music career!! Go Jemma!!

TSA MEMBERS
*** NEWS ***
in the last nine years for three months at a time
making many friends over the years.
They’re now Australian ambassadors for Guitars 4
Veterans whereby old guitars are given to veterans
with PDSD & depression. “If they want to do music
for headspace they receive 10 free lessons then
get to keep the guitar. Where words fail, music
speaks,” he said.

GRAZY & AYMES
It was love at first sight for Graham aka Grazy and
Amy ‘Aymes’ Brennan. They met at a Canberra
Country Music show in 2012 and have been inseparable ever since. “I went to the Canberra CMC and
Amy came to the gate to tell us where to go. She’s
my guide for the rest of my life,” Grazy smiled.
With five children between them, they’ve been
married for the past 3 1/2 years with Amy recording an EP in 2012 and together they recorded
an album in Nashville in 2014, launched in Tamworth. Their wedding was filmed in a heart-felt
video of Hand In Hand, which can be watched on
youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?
reload=9&v=KV8P7Ftyg4I
Grazy has endured and overcome personal hardships with music and songwriting contributing to his
healing. In 2009 he and a mate headed to Nashville
and it was during a roadtrip from Memphis to Nashville that he experienced an epiphany. “We eventually got to the Millenium Hotel (in Nashville) and a
calm feeling came over me,” he said. “I was meant
to be there.”
Newfound Nashville friends encouraged him to
write down his feelings and they turned into songs
and he hasn’t looked back. He’s returned ten times

Based in Leongatha, South Gippsland, they also
hold a monthly ‘Grazy Country Writers Round’ with
four songwriters on the stage on the 1st Saturday
of the month, 2-5pm.
Busy with a two way radio communications business (Grazy started 30 years ago) with son David
recently joining the team, allowing them to spend
more time together. “We’re still going but one day
we hope music will be our day job,” he said.
One day a week they manage to play music to
nursing homes/ aged care facilities as a way of giving back. They recently played at the Basin Festival
and Boolarra Folk Festival to a big crowd
On the horizon they’re making plans to take some
time out and hit the road along with a new album
in the pipeline. “On July 1 we’re hoping to take
time out and get on the road,” he said. Next March
they’re headed back to Nashville to record a new
album with Kenny Rogers band.
EDITOR’S COMMENTS— It was inspiring to meet
fellow songwriters at the Tamworth festival, sharing their songs and enjoying the opportunity to
perform and catch-up. The songwriting sessions
have grown over the years thanks to Lydia Clare.
Well done to Grazy & Aymes who travelled from
Victoria to perform. I met them for the first time
through mutual friends so we hope to see them on
the road!! (drop in for a cuppa on the GC).

Australian Songwriters
TSA Conference
MEMBERSSydney workshop—
*** NEWS
NEWS ***
***
***

TIM

CHARRON (US)T U

It’s not every day that US country artist Tim Charron
gets to hang out with kangaroos and Aussie songwriters. During his three-week vacation down under this
month, the Rhode Island native did just that. The fulltime musician, direct from a gig at Margaritaville Hollywood Beach, flew to Sydney for an Australian Songwriters Conference (ASC) ‘Pitch to an artist’ workshop before heading to the country’s capital, Canberra. “It’s been quite a long time since I’ve been to
Australia,” he said. “I’m super excited to be back,
searching for songs for my next album and exploring
the countryside.” With family connections in Canberra, Tim and partner Nicole Nolan first met a group
of keen songwriters who pitched their original songs
to the seasoned artist with three songs taken on the
night.
“It was great to meet Tim in person and hear directly
from him about what he looks for in a song and his
own approach to songwriting,” ASC Sydney coordinator Elizabeth Usher said of Tim also providing
an insight into his life as a recording and touring artist.
Ms Usher said Charron was very personable, and
wove live performances of his songs into his presentation to illustrate various songwriting points. “At
times he had the whole room singing along,” she
said.

Charron was very impressed with the “great
bunch” of songwriters present, (pictured
above), including those who performed their
own songs live. Some travelled from as far
south as Wollongong and the Central Coast for
the one-off event. “I’ve heard so much about
the country music scene in Australia and know
there is a huge pool of talented songwriters,” he
said. Spending half his time growing up on the
beach and the other half in the woods, has
heavily influenced his music and lifestyle.
As support act for Willie Nelson, Charlie Daniels
Band, Big & Rich, Clint Black, Chris Young, Sara
Evans, Eli Young Band, Tyler Farr, Bigand Rich,
Dustin Lynch, Rodney Atkins, Scotty McCreery,
Bret Michaels (Poison), Randy Travis, he’s well
known in country circles.
And when he’s not entertaining massive crowds
at festivals, or recording songs, Charron can be
found connecting with his true loves - Mother
Nature and the great outdoors aplenty down
under. “I love it here and how so many people
seem to love the outdoors,” he said.
“Australians have such a good vibe; they’re
friendly and they have a great sense of humour.”
if anyone is interested in submitting songs to
Tim Charron please contact ascsydneycircle@gmail.com by April 12 for details.

BASIN FESTIVAL—VICTORIA—TSA
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DESTINY OZ

DAVE DRUMMOND and SOME BLONDE CHICK

FLOYD BLACK BAND

VANESSA DELAINE

DELLA HARRIS

GRAZY’s COUNTRY– GRAZY and AIMES

ATHOL LATHAM
TAMWORTH SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION
SHOWCASE on capitalcountryradio.com.au
For songs, released, that you have written or
someone else has released, I would love to play
your songs. The program is on the internet and
my segment goes out on Tuesday
at 9:00pm and replayed on Saturday at 6:00 ..
Athol 1953awl@gmail.com

*** TAMWORTH SHOWS***
2019 Kooty Country Bash—supporting people with disabilities

Paul Costa proved to be a crowd pleaser!
Above—Dunc’n’Sons - Duncan Hill, Angus Hill, Nick Hill and Sue Duchesne, got
the crowd dancing at the Kooty Country
Bash.
Left—The line dancers kicked up their
heels with Matilda joining in the fun!
Far left: Matilda with her Nanna.

It was another successful Kooty Country Bash for people with disabilities at the Kootingal Bowling Club
during the 2019 TCMF. About 250 were present and the room was filled with appreciative clients and
their carers. Some travelled from as far as Moree, Armidale and surrounding towns for the 9th annual
event. Big thanks to the artists who performed including Paul Costa, Paul Bonner Jones, Virginia Coad &
Jim Hermel, Renee Jonas, Carolyne Morris & Patricia Cruzado. Proudly sponsored by Clubs NSW, Kootingal Bowling Club, Tamworth Songwriters Association/APRA and Northcott Tamworth. BIG Thanks to Clubs
NSW & Kootingal Bowling Club for continuing its sponsorship after many years !! Looking forward to the
next big one, the 10th anniversary! PAUL BONNER JONES

HOPE TO SEE YOU
AT TAMWORTH’S
HATS OFF
IN JULY
12-14, 2019

Songsalive! Australia & Tamworth
Songwriters Assoc.

“Workshop in the Mountains 2019”
Award winning songwriters

Who: Allan Caswell | Lyn Bowtell| Roger Corbett
When: Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September 2019
Where: Clarendon Guest House, 68 Lurline Street, Katoomba 02 4782 1322
Why: Because we care and want to give songwriters of all ages the opportunity to attend a hands-on friendly seminar/
workshop/performance weekend, coached by three of the best songwriters in this country and beyond.

Saturday:
1-4pm - Critique session with Allan and Roger
4-6pm - Presentations by Allan and Roger
6.30pm - Dinner and performances (A la carte restaurant, reasonable prices)
Sunday:
7.30am - Breakfast
9am - Co-writing sessions - supervised by Allan and Roger
11.30am - Presentation by - Lyn Bowtell
12.30pm - Buffet lunch
1.30pm - Co-writing sessions continue with Allan, Roger and Lyn
4.30pm - Performances of all songs written over the weekend.
Seminar and Workshop cost: $175 per person (includes a delicious buffet lunch)
To find out more about the not-for profit organisations hosting this event visit:
Songsalive! Australia at www.songsaliveaustralia.org.au
Tamworth Songwriters Assoc. at www.tsaonline.com.au

To secure your place at the workshop and book a discounted room at the Clarendon Guesthouse for
Saturday night 14th September, with continental breakfast included, call:
Roxanne Kiely: 0411 465 332 or Duncan Hill: 0409 718 391

Allan Caswell - Multi-award-winning Songwriter
At the 2018 Tamworth Country Music Festival Allan Caswell was inducted into the
prestigious Galaxy Of Stars. It was recognition for contribution he has made to
Australian Country Music as a songwriter, performer, record producer and author.
In 2016 when Allan Caswell won his seventh Golden guitar in Tamworth (with Manfred Vijars)
for Traditional Bush Ballad of the Year, it marked 39 years since his first Golden Guitar in 1980.
In the years in between Allan has experienced the highs and lows of a very successful and
hugely varied career … His song “On The Inside” (the theme for the television “Prisoner”)
reached No. 1 in Australia and New Zealand, No. 3 in England and made the Country
Charts in the USA (his own version was a top 20 country hit in Europe in 2004).
Callan Caswell has also built a big reputation as a writer of children’s songs as, among other projects,the co-writer and co-producer of the successful Don Spencer albums. Allan has had over
900 songs published and over 750 recordings released world-wide by artists Cilla Black, The Irish
Rovers, Patti Page, Slim Dusty, James Blundell and The Living End.

Roger Corbett – Multi-award-winning Songwriter
Multi-award-winning songwriter Roger Corbett is a multi Golden Guitar winning,
highly successful songwriter and Australian music producer, with numerous successful chart songs to his credit. His songwriting credits include "The Fire Within" the
theme song for the opening of the Sydney 2000 Paralympics Games, "Bridge of
Love", it was a hit song for the 1994 International Year of The Family and hundreds
of other recorded songs with artists from every genre.
From his recording studio, Roger predominately works with Independent artists in
the singer-songwriter folk, pop, rock, country, gospel and children's music genres.
Roger is a member and the manager of the legendary Bushwackers Band. The Bushwackers, now in their 46th year and with over 21 studio albums behind them, continue to tour the country and release new songs.

Lyn Bowtell – Multi-award-winning Singer-songwriter
Lyn first came to prominence as songwriter and lead singer for award-winning
Country Pop trio BELLA, since then Lyn, has released two albums, ’SECRET SONGS‘,
and ‘HEART OF SORROW‘ (MAVEN/SONY).
Accolades include - Toyota Star Maker, MO Award, Golden Guitars, APRA AMCOS
Song of The Year finalist. In 2017 winning two Golden Guitars with Bennett, Bowtell & Urquhart for ‘Best Alternative Country Album’ as well as ‘Vocal Collaboration
of the Year’.
An innovative and creative songwriter, Lyn defies musical constraint and easy classification, with influences reaching from pure Country to Blues, Jazz and Pop.
Now the SIX TIME GOLDEN GUITAR WINNER is heading in a new musical direction,
with a broader, larger audience ready to follow. Lyn explains, “I’m no longer willing
to be confined in a ‘genre box”, I want to show a wider audience my full range as a
singer and songwriter.
Lyn’s most recent EP release ‘CALLING YOU’ alternative/pop country, turned 4 red
chairs on Channel Nine’s Season 6 of ‘THE VOICE AUSTRALIA’.
“Lyn has one of the most amazing voices in this country, I love this beautiful woman
and her talent” – Kasey Chambers”

